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Jim Sendrak - KC1LYG

● Update on the President
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July Minutes

● Located on W1SYE.org at
Members  Meeting Documents→

        No password necessary!

           Motion to Approve?
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Treasurer’s Report – John Jackman, N1SMX
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W1SYE License Grant Renewal

● W1SYE License must be renewed by 10 December 2026
● Proposed Change of Trustee

– John Mills, K1JSM, is currently the Trustee of W1SYE
– Bob Matose, KC1RFM, is proposed to replace K1JSM as Trustee
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Upcoming Events

● Pete Lawson Outdoor Adventure
– 13 September at Colt State Park, Pavilion 2 (Bristol, RI), 1130-1500ish
– Buffet Lunch in honor of Pete Lawson, W1LAB and NCRC Silent Keys
– Family & Friends welcome, including hams from other clubs!
– POTA activation in support of Activate All RI
– A head-count is required to plan this event, so

Please register for this free event on W1SYE.org by September 4th

– PLOA relies relies heavily on donations  and equipment sales to break even
● The Executive Committee requests approval to spend up to $500 in the event 

that contributions do not cover the full cost of the event
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Upcoming Events
● Activate All RI

– https://ripota.org/activate-ri-2026/
– NCRC members will be activating

Beavertail, Fort Wetherill, Fort Adams,
and Colt State Park, as well as the
Block Island National Wildlife Refuge

– PLOA will activate Colt State Park in
support of this event

– Operators Needed! 4 State Parks
are not scheduled for activation!

https://ripota.org/activate-ri-2026/
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Upcoming Events

● Saturday, 19 September
– POTA; Hillsdale Preserve Mgmt. Area (156 Hillsdale Rd, Richmond, RI)

POC: Joe DeMarco, WA1VEE
● Monday, 12 October

– October Business Meeting; Nominations for 2027 Officers due
● Monday, 9 November

– November Business Meeting; Elections for 2027 Officers
● Monday, 14 December

– Holiday Party at Hometown Tavern (Warren, RI)
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Ham Radio Prep – Ellen, N1ELN

















NCRC gets a 20% commission every time the coupon code is used.
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Further Business

● Outstanding Old Business?
● New Business from the Membership?

– Technicians – Bill Boyes, KB1G
● Outside Events or other News?
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Free Stuff!

● Kenwood 440S – Functional, free to anyone
● Marine SSB Rigs – ICOM IC-M600, IC-M700, IC-700PRO, and 

Furuno FS-1501. ~150-250 watts, with support for amateur 
bands via special functions or light modifications.

● Silent Auction – 25A Power Supply, list price $260         
Contact Jay Nuzum with bids via nuzumjim@verizon.net
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Adjournment

Loosen those ties, find your tickets, and get comfortable!

Still to come:
QRP Corner

A Quick Look at FT8
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QRP Corner – Bob, WB4SON

FT8 and QRP



What is FT8?

• Digital Mode for quick 
contacts (not rag chew)

• Free software (WSJT-X)
• On Windows, Linux, iOS
• 60-70% of all HF activity
• Great weak signal mode!



FT8 is ideal for QRP

Note: Above figures are based on 2.5 KHz 
bandwidth. Use of narrow bandwidth will 
improve things



How you hook it up
Newer rigs: Use 
built-in USB 
interface

Older rigs: Might 
need an
Interface like 
SignalLink



Icom IC-705
• All band/mode 5/10 watt
• Built in USB interface
• Quick setup wsjt-x
• Used a Windows Tablet
• Hamstick 20m antenna

The IC-705 has built in 
GPS, and can set the 
computer time



Watch out for Tablets
• Not all Windows Tablet PCs will work 

with the IC-705.  ARM-based ones, 
like Microsoft Surface, will not work 
(Driver issue from Icom)

• I use a Fusion5 Helios 12” Windows 
Tablet.  Inexpensive but short battery 
life (4 hours).  

• Tablet would shut-down above 5 
watts (RFI).

• Touch screen ideal for WSJT-X 



Results with IC-705

Beautiful location – Ft Wetherill US-2875 12 Contacts at 5 watts in about an hour



QRP Labs QMX+
• $150 Kit 160-6 meters
• Built-in USB interface
• My unit puts out 3 watts on 20 meters
• Very simple install for WSJT-X

Note: 12 volts means 12.0 
volts, not 13.8.  I used a 
USB-C PD Battery with a 
12-volt Trigger Adapter



Results with QMX+
• Made over a dozen FT8 

QSOs in a half hour
• PSK reporter showed 

hundreds of stations 
copied my transmissions

• PSK reporter indicated 
32 Countries copied my 
signals
Great results for 3 watts!



Xiegu G106 + DE19
• Fairly inexpensive at $325 for both
• Produced about 6 watts output
• Rats nest of cables (two between 

rig and DE19, one to computer)
• Took effort to setup due to the 

DE19 interface requiring Windows 
system setting changes to get 
audio levels adjusted on RX and 
TX

• No ALC meter, so adjust TX 
carefully



Take-aways
FT8/FT4 works very well with a QRP rig.  You might not be able 
to work everyone, but there will be dozens of easy contacts

• Google AI was my copilot – I asked things like “How to setup a 
QMX+ to work with WSJT-X” and received accurate and 
documented answers.

• Both the QMX+ (kit) and the IC-705 were very simple to use with 
WSJT-X: just selected the radio type, com port and audio in/out 
within WSJT-X

• Once it was setup, the Xiegu worked well, but messy cabling 
means I won’t take it in the field
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A Quick Look at FT8 – Willy, W1LY
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Why would anyone operate FT8?

● It doesn’t feel like ham radio
● One antenna, and it’s for the wrong band?
● Low power, or operating off batteries?
● Looking for DX?

A mode built to work through it all-- and work well!
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Why would anyone like operating FT8?

● Programs that work well
● No stress about logging
● No errors in QSL, or trying to pull a name through the mud

Easy to learn, free programs-- that just work!
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Why can’t I stop operating FT8?

● Thousands of contacts
● DX on a whim
● WAS on new bands

...and all with gear you already have!
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