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By Laura Damon
Staff writer

NEWPORT — While most 
of  Newport celebrated St. Pat-
rick’s Day on March 17, Ruth 
Lillian Franklin celebrated her 
105th birthday.

Franklin currently lives at 
Village House Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center in New-
port. Her room is bright and 
colorful, beautifully decorated 
with flowers and photos.

Franklin’s hair is a light 
brown; her eyes are bright and 
a smile touches her face often. 
Her nails are painted a bright 
red. A photograph of  Franklin 
as a young woman hangs on 
her wall; her nails then, years 
ago, were also red.

Her black-and-white cat, 
Arnold, slept soundly in a 

‘I’VE HAD A GOOD LIFE’
Newport resident Ruth Franklin celebrates her 105th birthday

LIFE  A5

PROVIDENCE — Highlights from 
the Statehouse this week include:

 ◆ The House approved a new legis-
lative study commission tasked with 
reviewing existing state laws and re-
cent federal policy recommendations 
meant to protect individuals against 
sexual harassment in the workplace. 
The bill (H7678), sponsored by Rep. 
Teresa Tanzi, D-South Kingstown, is 
a response to the national public dis-
cussion about the prevalence of  sexual 
harassment prompted by the #metoo 
movement.

 ◆ The Rhode Island Senate passed 
legislation to alter the boundaries of  a 
parcel within the I-195 Redevelopment 
District. The change is necessary in 
order for a potential construction proj-
ect to move forward. President of  the 
Senate Dominick Ruggerio, D-North 
Providence, sponsored the legislation 
(S2556) which passed the Senate unan-
imously. The measure now moves to 
the House.

 ◆ The Rhode Island Senate has 
passed Sen. Elizabeth Crowley’s leg-
islation (S2153) that raises the pay ju-
rors receive for serving in the Rhode 
Island Superior Court. The legislation 
raises the jurors’ daily pay while serv-
ing in the Superior Court from $15 per 
day to $25 per day starting on July 1, 
2019. The pay would then increase to 
$35 per day commencing on July 1, 
2020. The measure now moves to the 
House, where Rep. Shelby Maldonado, 
D-Central Falls, has introduced simi-
lar legislation (H7404).

 ◆ Speaker of  the House Nicholas 
Mattiello, D-Cranston, and Sen. Hanna 
Gallo, D-Cranston, introduced legisla-
tion to examine the safety of  Rhode 
Island’s schools and to ensure that 
safety plans are adopted in each school 
department. To ensure that the assess-
ments are being completed in a timely 
fashion, the bill (H7694, S2639) would 
require that school districts provide 
the safety assessments to the Rhode 

Island School Safety Committee ev-
ery three years for review and recom-
mendations.

 ◆ Rep. Joseph McNamara, D-War-
wick, and Sen. Walter Felag Jr., D-
Bristol, joined with representatives 
of  AARP Rhode Island at a press con-
ference to announce the introduction 
of  the Rhode Island Livable Home 
Modification Grant Act. The legisla-
tion (H7880, S2554) would allow eligi-
ble homeowners and renters to retrofit 
their residence to nationally recog-
nized accessibility standards and re-
ceive 50 percent of  the total sum spent, 
up to $5,000, to retrofit their existing 
residence.

 ◆ Rep. Shelby Maldonado, D-Cen-
tral Falls, and Senate Majority Leader 
Michael McCaffrey, D-Warwick, have 
introduced legislation that would con-
tinue to protect undocumented immi-
grants who came to the United States 
as minors. The legislation (H7982, 
S2678) would continue the status quo 

relating to operator and chauffeur’s 
licenses and limited work authoriza-
tion to approved recipients under the 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arriv-
als program.

 ◆ Senate Minority Leader Dennis 
Algiere, R-Westerly, has again intro-
duced legislation (S2197) that would 
create a restricted receipt account for 
all 911 funds collected by telephone 
service providers for both landline 
and cell phones. The bill includes a 
caveat that would empower the Pub-
lic Utilities Commission to reduce 911 
fees should the amount collected ex-
ceed the amount they need to fund 911 
services. Similar legislation (H7289) 
has been introduced in the House by 
Rep. Robert Lancia, R-Cranston.

 ◆ Sen. Harold Metts, D-Provi-
dence, and Rep. Marcia Ranglin-Vas-
sell, D-Providence, have introduced 
legislation (S2272, H7596) to enable 
those serving lengthy sentences for 
crimes they committed as juveniles 

to be eligible for parole after serving 
15 years, effectively eliminating life 
without parole for juvenile offenders 
and ensuring the state complies with 
recent U.S. Supreme Court rulings.

 ◆ Rep. Thomas Winfield, D-Smith-
field, has introduced legislation 
(H7612) meant to prevent the misrep-
resentation of  pets as service animals. 
Representative Winfield said he intro-
duced the legislation at the request of  
the restaurant and hospitality indus-
try, which often grapples with health 
codes that ban animals from their 
premises and pet owners who try to 
skirt those codes by claiming their pet 
is a service animal. The bill (S2432) is 
being sponsored in the Senate by Sen. 
Roger Picard, D-Woonsocket.

This weekly update is provided by 
the Legislative Press and Public 
Information Bureau. For more 
information, go to rilegislature.gov/
pressrelease.

T H I S  W E E K  A T  T H E  G E N E R A L  A S S E M B LY

By Paul Edward Parker 
The Providence Journal

PROVIDENCE — A would-
be class-action lawsuit was filed 
Friday in Superior Court seek-
ing to dismiss all of  the thou-
sands of  speeding tickets issued 
by school-zone cameras in Prov-
idence.

Six people and an auto leas-
ing company filed the suit, argu-
ing that Providence’s use of  the 
cameras violates a state law gov-
erning traffic-enforcement cam-
eras.

They seek that the suit be 
declared a class action to cover 
everyone who has received a 
ticket.

The six people named as 
plaintiffs include Abigail Tor-
res, of  Pawtucket, who racked 
up four tickets at $95 each on 
Charles Street from Feb. 1 to Feb. 
17. In three of  them, the speed 
limit was posted at 20 mph, and 
the system recorded speeds of  33 
mph to 43 mph. In the fourth, she 
was recorded going 36 mph in a 
25-mph zone. She has not paid 
the fines.

Another plaintiff, Roberta 
Ricci, of  North Providence, also 
has not paid. She received one 
$95 ticket, with a recorded speed 
of  42 mph in a 20-mph zone, also 
on Charles Street, on Feb. 6.

The other four people named 
as plaintiffs, plus the leasing 
company, already paid their 
tickets.

They are:
 ◆ Dachelle L. Threats, of  

Providence, 31 mph in a 20-mph 
zone on Thurbers Avenue, Jan. 
26.

 ◆ Vincent Pizzi, of  North 
Providence, 32 mph in a 20-mph 
zone on Mount Pleasant Avenue, 
Feb. 9.

 ◆ Diane Dinobile, of  North 
Providence, 38 mph in a 25-mph 
zone on Mount Pleasant Avenue, 
Feb. 24.

 ◆ John Borden, of  Johnston, 
42 mph in a 20-mph zone on 
Charles Street, Jan. 30.

 ◆ North American Auto Leas-
ing LLC, 42 mph in a 20-mph 
zone on Charles Street, Jan. 30.

The lawsuit seeks an injunc-
tion forcing Providence to stop 
issuing tickets from the speed 
cameras and to stop trying to 
collect money from people who 
have not yet paid.

It also seeks the payment of  
damages, presumably the fines 
it says the city illegally col-
lected.

The suit, filed by lawyers 
Peter N. Wasylyk, who has 
an office on Chalkstone Ave-
nue; and Peter J. Petrarca, of  
Petrarca & Petrarca Law Offices, 
Silver Spring Street, says that 
the city’s use of  the cameras vio-
lates the state’s 2016 law autho-
rizing them in several ways.

Among them:
 ◆ The speed-camera law re-

quires summonses to include 
a sworn certificate from a 
trained law enforcement offi-
cer determining that a speeding 
violation occurred, but, the suit 
says, the summonses lack that 
certificate.

 ◆ The lawsuit says that state 
law does not give Providence 
Municipal Court jurisdiction 

Lawsuit takes aim  
at camera-issued 
speeding tickets

SPEEDING  A5

By Patrick Anderson
The Providence Journal

PROVIDENCE — An inves-
tigation into how electric util-
ity National Grid handled last 
October’s violent wind storm, 
which left tens of  thousands of  
Rhode Islanders without power 
for several days, will show the 
company “dropped the ball,” 
Gov. Gina Raimondo said Fri-
day.

“They didn’t do a good job. 
They dropped the ball in a num-
ber of  ways and I am disap-
pointed,” Raimondo told report-
ers about National Grid in an 
afternoon briefing that touched 
on issues from school construc-
tion spending to this week’s dud 
snow storm.

Raimondo ordered the state 
Division of  Public Utilities and 
Carriers to scrutinize National 
Grid’s storm response after 
150,000 customers were left 
without power and nearly 21,000 
of  them did not have their ser-
vice restored three days later.

“It is clear they have work to 
do to improve their processes, 
their technology, the way they 
do reporting to the public dur-
ing a storm to make sure it is 
accurate and timely when peo-
ple call,” Raimondo said. “It is 

a tough report and appropri-
ately so.”

Raimondo said the report, 
expected to be released “early 
next week” and possibly as 
soon as Monday, would include 
a series of  policy recommen-
dations to prevent a repeat 
of  Grid’s problems in future 
storms.

“Rhode Islanders deserve 
better service,” she said. “We 
pay a lot of  money, some of  the 
highest utility rates in the coun-
try and we deserve the best.”

Other topics addressed Fri-
day included:

 ◆ 911 fees. Raimondo pushed 
back on criticism from Republi-
can lawmakers about state gov-
ernment raiding 911 fees, call-
ing it “political theater.”

“I noticed Allan Fung hap-
pened to show up,” she said, 
referring to her past and poten-
tially future Republican elec-
tion opponent.

Raimondo said 911 is “well 
functioning” and recent 
staff  shortages were a result 
of  around seven call center 
employees taking advantage 
of  this year’s retirement buy-
out program.

 ◆ Hospitals. Raimondo said 

National Grid’s 
response to storm 
will face scrutiny

RESPONSE  A5

By Laura Damon
Staff writer

NEWPORT — When the National 
Weather Service listed 2 inches as the 
snowfall total for Newport on March 13, a 
Daily News editor took a ruler and stepped 
outside to challenge that seemingly inac-
curate number.

He measured an average of  8 inches of  
snow; a National Weather Service spokes-
man told a reporter the 2-inch listing was 
due to a lack of  “weather spotters” in New-
port.

Weather spotters provide reports of  
severe and hazardous weather to meteo-
rologists. They keep an eye out for storm 
clouds, and some take snowfall measure-
ments and report those numbers.

Weather spotters need only be inter-
ested in meteorology and must be at 
least 16 years old. No fancy equipment is 
needed; “All you need are your eyes,” said 
Glenn Field, a warning coordination mete-
orologist for the National Weather Service 
based in Norton, Massachusetts.

“We need a lot of  spotters,” Field said.
There are currently 8,000 spotters in 

southern New England, which includes 
most of  Massachusetts, Rhode Island and 
northern Connecticut, Field said. “That 
sounds like a lot, but some of  them may 
have moved on and we don’t know about 
it, or they’re not actively reporting.” In 
fact, only about 10 percent of  that number 
report to the National Weather Service in 
a given storm, Field said.

In the city of  Newport, 27 spotters are 

listed in the National Weather Service 
database, but some are considered inac-
tive, Field said.

The National Weather Service estab-
lished SKYWARN, a nationwide volun-
teer organization to train people across 
the country on how to identify cloud fea-
tures associated with severe thunder-
storms and tornadoes, the proper way to 
measure snowfall and other techniques.

Only one training session is needed to 
become a certified weather spotter. The 
certification lasts five years, then needs 
to be renewed.

One session is slated for Saturday, May 
12, from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Middle-
town Fire Department, 239 Wyatt Road. 

A GAME OF INCHES
Dave Hansen | Staff photographer

A March 13 snowstorm caused near-whiteout conditions in parts of Rhode Island but accurately measuring just 
how much snow fell in a storm like this can be tricky.

A lack of ‘weather spotters’ in Newport has made measuring 
snow totals difficult for the National Weather Service

INCHES  A4

Photo courtesy of Karen Meyers

Ruth Franklin, center, celebrates her 105th birthday at the Spiced Pear restaurant in 
Newport with, from left, great-grandson Baden Wheeler of Seattle, daughter Karen 
Meyers of Portsmouth, granddaughter Abigail Stansfield and great-granddaughter 
Gabriella Wheeler, both of Seattle.


