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The following is a list of  envi-
ronmental cleanups planned 
around Newport County this 
week to mark Earth Day, April 
22. To add a cleanup to this list, 
email information to news-
room@newportri.com.

SATURDAY
BALLARD PARK — Corner of 
Wickham and Hazard roads, 
Newport, 9-11 a.m. Meet at 21 
Hazard Road. Pick up trash, 
prune trails and remove 
invasive plants. Rain date 
April 22. Credit for community 
service hours available. 
Sponsored by Friends of Ballard 
Park. ballardpark.org or 619-
3377.
KING PARK — Wellington 
Avenue, Newport, 9 a.m.-noon. 
Trash bags and gloves provided. 
Refreshments available. 
Credits for community service 
for students will be given. 
Sponsored by Friends of the 
Waterfront and Friends of King 
Park. Linda Hammer, 847-3807.
COMMON FENCE POINT — 
CFP Community Center, 993 

Anthony Road, Portsmouth, 
9-11 a.m. Supplies will be 
available. Sponsored by 
the Common Fence Point 
Improvement Association. Jono 
Bixby, 864-6152.
EASTON’S BEACH — Memorial 
Boulevard, Newport, 10 a.m.-
noon. Sponsored by Save The 
Bay and Pruitt Chiropractic. 
Trash bags and disposable 
gloves provided; bring reusable 
gloves, water bottle and snacks. 
Closed-toe shoes required. 
Volunteers younger than 16 
must participate with an adult. 
Visit savebay.galaxydigital.com 
to sign up and for volunteer 
waiver form.

SUNDAY
BEACH CLEANUP — Pheasant 
Drive, Portsmouth, noon-2 p.m. 
Meet at the end of Pheasant 
Drive just north of the Newport 
Beach Club. Hot coffee 
provided; bring a reusable mug. 
Sponsored by Clean Ocean 
Access in partnership with 
Girl Scout Troop 730. Jessica 
Frascotti, 236-2561, or info@
cleanoceanaccess.org.

E A R T H  D A Y  C L E A N U P S

Common Cause RI 
director to speak

MIDDLETOWN — John 
Marion, executive director 
of  Common Cause Rhode 
Island, will speak Sunday at 
11:30 a.m. at United Congre-
gational Church, 524 Valley 
Road.

Common Cause Rhode 
Island is the state branch of  
a political watchdog organi-
zation that gained national 
prominence for spearheading 
political reform legislation 
after the Nixon-era Watergate 
scandals.

The program is part of  
the church’s Second Hour 
Speaker Series. Admission 
is free and open to the public.

For more information, call 
Jim Harrington at 683-2707.

City to flush system
NEWPORT — As part of  

the Newport Water Division’s 
ongoing maintenance of  the 
water distribution system, a 
water main flushing program 
in designated areas will begin 
during evening hours begin-
ning Sunday and ending May 
11. The flushing of  the water 
mains using fire hydrants 
will begin at 8 p.m. and con-
tinue until 4 a.m. Signs will 
be posted in each area before 
flushing begins.

During the flushing pro-
cess, it is common to have 
discolored water with lower 
water pressure. Flushing in 
one area may create discol-
ored water in other areas. 
If  you encounter discolored 
water following the hydrant 
flushing, run the cold water 
taps throughout your home 
for five to 10 minutes or until 
water clears. It is recom-
mended that use of  water be 
minimized during the hours 
of  flushing.

Hydrant flushing will occur 
on the following streets dur-
ing the week starting Sunday, 
beginning in Portsmouth and 
moving south into Middle-
town and Newport:

Redwood Road, Mail Coach 
Road, Stage Coach Road, 
John Kesson Lane, Pasture 
Farms Drive, Green Lane, 
JHD Dwyer Drive, Marshall 
Lane, West View Road, Squan-
tum Drive, Algonquin Drive, 
Browns Lane, Oliphant Lane, 
Amesbury Circle, Fairway 
Drive, Gate #17 Access Road, 
Chases Lane, Orville Drive, 
Woolsey Road, Buck Road, 
Oakwood Road, Ridgewood 
Road., Valley Road, Atlantic 
Drive, William Drive, Golden-
rod Road, Longmeadow Ave-
nue, Continental Drive, Mian-
tonomi Avenue, Boulevard, 
High Street, Maple Avenue, 
Beacon Street, Girard Ave-
nue, Admiral Kalfbus Road, 
Fenner Avenue, Bliss Mine 
Road, Toppa Boulevard, Kay 
Boulevard, East Main Road, 
Island Drive, South Drive, 
Jepson Lane, Meadow Lane, 
Forest Avenue, Wabasso Ter-
race, Turner Road, Berkley 
Avenue, Green End Avenue, 
Honeymoon Avenue, Aquid-
neck Avenue, Compton View 
Drive and Bailey Avenue.

Hydrant flushing will occur 
on the following streets during 

the week of  Sunday, April 29, 
starting in Newport and in 
Middletown’s Easton’s Point, 
heading west toward Memo-
rial Boulevard:

Paradise Avenue, Wolcott 
Avenue, Tuckerman Avenue, 
Purgatory Road, Reservoir 
Road, Aquidneck Avenue, 
Kane Avenue, Ellery Road, 
Eustis Avenue, Kay Street, 
Broadway, Almy Street, Mal-
bone Road, Van Zandt Ave-
nue, Warner Street, Farewell 
Street, JT Connell Highway, 
Second Street, Third Street, 
Washington Street, Poplar 
Street, Thames Street, Long 
Wharf, Mary Street, Rhode 
Island Avenue, Mill Street, 
Memorial Boulevard, Powel 
Avenue, Touro Street and Bull 
Street.

Hydrant flushing will occur 
on the following streets dur-
ing the week of  Sunday, May 6, 
continuing in Newport:

Annandale Road, Bel-
levue Avenue, Spring Street, 
Thames Street, Parker Ave-
nue, Narragansett Avenue, 
West Narragansett Avenue, 
Wellington Avenue, Harri-
son Avenue, Ruggles Avenue, 
Coggeshall Avenue, Carroll 
Avenue, Brenton Road, Bea-
con Hill Road, Ridge Road, 
Ocean Avenue and Ochre 
Point Avenue.

The flushing schedule 
is subject to change due to 
weather conditions.

For more information, call 
845-5600.

Anne Hutchinson 
book to be discussed

PORTSMOUTH — The 
Portsmouth Historical Soci-
ety and Portsmouth Free Pub-
lic Library will host a discus-
sion of  the book “American 
Jezebel: The Uncommon Life 
of  Anne Hutchinson, the 
Woman Who Defied the Puri-
tans” by Eve LaPlante at the 
library, 2658 East Main Road, 
on Monday at 6:30 p.m.

Exiled from Boston Colony, 
Hutchinson settled in Rhode 
Island with many of  her fol-
lowers, who founded the town 
of  Portsmouth in 1638, estab-
lishing a “Bodie Politick” 
based on religious freedom. 
The book illuminates the ori-
gins of  our modern concepts 
of  religious freedom, equal 
rights and free speech.

This will be the first of  a 
series of  discussions on books 
about local history selected 
by the Portsmouth Historical 
Society. The event is free but 
seating is limited.

For more information or 
to sign up, visit portsmouth 
library.org or call 683-9457.

PMC Kids Bike Ride 
registration open

MIDDLETOWN — The 
PMC Kids Bike Ride will hap-
pen on Sunday, May 20, from 
8 a.m.-noon at Sachuset Beach, 
315 Sachuest Point Road.

This event supports the 
Dana-Farber Cancer Institute. 
The public is invited to regis-
ter to ride or volunteer at kids.
pmc.org/middletown.

For more information, call 
Liz Larcom at 486-1787 or email 
beth.larcom1@gmail.com.

L O C A L  B R I E F S

survey to ensure they can safely take the 
vaccine, or determine if  they need imme-
diate medical attention.

Talipsky stressed that the high school 
is designed as a place to administer vac-
cines, not treat those already stricken by 
illness. Sick individuals who show up at 
the dispensing center would be transported 
to the hospital.

Individuals cleared to be vaccinated 
would exit the auditorium up another 
aisle and head to the gym inside the school 
building, receive the dose and immediately 
leave the school campus. People would be 
allowed to pick up doses for their house-
holds.

The intention is to get medicine to all 
residents as quickly as possible, Talipsky 
said.

Carol Ryan, a retired doctor who was sta-
tioned in the gym during the run-through, 
pointed to the swine flu pandemic in 2009 as 
a reason why training for such situations 
is imperative.

Chuck Kesson was part of  the communi-
cation team and showed a reporter how to 
use his yellow and black Motorola walkie-
talkie. Those devices are a contingency if  
phone lines are disrupted, he explained.

“It’s not going to sound the same” as 
a phone, he warned. The exercise gave 

him the opportunity to see how well they 
worked in the building. Kesson, who 
lives in Newport, said he trains regularly 
with the town’s Emergency Management 

Agency.
“We do this for public safety,” he said.

Gomes@NewportRI.com
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Medical emergency distribution system coordinator Richard Talipsky 
describes the procedure for residents from parking, entering the building 
and checking in for treatment in the old gym Thursday at Portsmouth High 
School.

that we’re all partners in this and 
we’re doing something regional 
for a reason. They’re certain types 
of  things that may not lend them-
selves to regionalism, but there are 
certain other areas where political 
and geographical boundaries just 
don’t apply.”

Areas ripe for regional efforts 
include energy, transportation and 
coastal resiliency, he said. A main 
initiative for the organization is a 
program aimed at reducing nutrient 
pollution from stormwater and agri-
cultural runoff, funded by a nearly 
$1 million federal grant.

From 1987 to 2012, he worked for 
the New England Governors’ Con-
ference, culminating in his serving 
as its executive director, according 
to his Linkedin page. Since then, he 
has owned his own company and 
been an economic adviser for the 
Falkland Islands government.

For the last year-and-a-half, 
Shea was the executive director 
of  the New Hampshire Fiscal Pol-
icy Institute. He welcomes a return 

to subjects that his previous jobs 
involved.

“I worked with a wonderful group 
of  people, but I didn’t find state tax 
policy as compelling as the type of  
issues related to energy, the environ-
ment, conservation, that I had spent 
most of  my career in,” he said.

Being a newcomer with no “pre-
conceived notions” about Aquid-
neck Island will aid him, he said.

AIPC’s long-term focus and its 
ability to pay for federal and state 
mandates imposed on municipali-
ties is a key advantage. “These are 
things that are saving them money 
that they would have had to expend,” 
Shea said.

A native of  Brooklyn who has 
also lived on Cape Cod, Shea said 
he appreciated visiting Newport as 
a tourist and relishes the opportu-
nity to live here. He has moved into 
a downtown Newport apartment and 
wants to learn how to sail.

“I like being busy, I like doing 
something that’s important, and 
I like working hard,” he said. “So, 
it’s definitely combined all those 
things.”

Gomes@NewportRI.com
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1980 to April 1981.
Serving as fire chief  or serving in the 

Fire Department is a long tradition in the 
Connerton family. William H. Connerton 
Sr., the honoree’s father, was a Newport 
firefighter for 31 years, serving as chief  
from 1954 to 1957. Connerton Jr.’s son, for-
mer Fire Chief  Peter Connerton, retired in 
July 2017 after serving more than 29 years 
in the city’s Fire Department, including 
six years as chief.

Then-Fire Chief  Peter Connerton and his 
staff  in early 2016 successfully applied for a 
Port Security Grant from the federal Depart-
ment of  Homeland Security. They presented 
a budget of  $964,500 to purchase the boat 
from Moose Boats, of  which a $723,375 fed-
eral grant would cover 75 percent, leaving 
the city’s match at $241,125, or 25 percent.

After the city received the grant in early 
August 2016, the proposed fire boat pur-
chase went through some controversy in 
the community over whether the depart-
ment needed such a sophisticated boat, 
what the training and maintenance costs 
would be, and whether the city should be 
buying a boat from California when this 
state has its own boat-building industry.

During that fall and in the early winter 
of  2017, Fire Department personnel met 
with city Harbor Master Tim Mills, mem-
bers of  the city Waterfront Commission 
and people in the maritime community to 

discuss different options for purchasing 
the boat, but in the end, they came back to 
the California manufacturer because of  its 
proven record in the field.

The federal General Services Adminis-
tration generally has approved the Moose 
boat as meeting the requirements of  the 
federal grant. The manufacturer has con-
structed and delivered more than 65 ves-
sels to the Navy and various law enforce-
ment and firefighting agencies nationwide, 
according to its website.

North Kingstown purchased a Moose 
boat in 2013 for its Fire Department, also 
with substantial help from a federal port 
security grant. The New Bedford, Massa-
chusetts, Fire Department purchased the 
same type of  boat in 2015.

Local firefighters refined the design of  
and necessary equipment for the fire boat 
in late December 2016 and January 2017 
“to significantly decrease charges from 
the original draft proposal,” City Manager 
Joseph J. Nicholson Jr. said at the time.

In addition, Peter D. Kiernan III, an 
investment banker known locally as the 
owner of  Hammersmith Farm and as a 
donor to local charities, donated $200,000 
toward the city’s overall fireboat costs.

The Moose fireboat is equipped with 
advanced life-support equipment such as 
EKG monitors, trauma equipment and 
medications. The navigator’s chair on the 
boat converts to a stretcher for patients. 
The open deck space at the rear of  the boat 
is large enough for a Coast Guard helicop-
ter to drop a basket onto it for a patient 

pickup.
The fireboat is powered by twin Cum-

mins 425hp turbo diesel propulsion engines 
coupled to Hamilton water-jets, according 
to the manufacturer. It is equipped with two 
completely independent fire pump systems, 
each flowing in excess of  1,500 gallons of  
water per minute.

External air sampling, a radiation detec-
tor and the distribution of  breathing appa-
ratus air both in the cabin and on deck 
allows firefighters to identify and respond 
to incidents of  a chemical, biological or 
radiological nature.

The navigation and electronics suite 
is comprised of  multi-function naviga-
tion screens, radar, three-dimensional 
side scan sonar, AIS (automatic identifi-
cation system), VHF radios, a radio direc-
tion finder and a thermal imaging camera. 
The fireboat’s design allows it to come in 
contact with larger vessels and piers while 
the combination ladder allows firefighters 
to disembark in beach landing scenarios 
and engage in dive and rescue operations 
from the stern.

Newport Fire Department Capt. Donald 
Gunning and firefighters Greg Morash and 
Marcus Cochran flew out to California last 
month and tested the fireboat’s operations, 
Dugan said.

Moose Boats will have personnel in New-
port on April 24-26 to train Fire Department 
personnel on the operation of  the fireboat, 
Dugan said.

Flynn@NewportRI.com
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neighborhood. Twin River keeps coming back asking 
for amendments. If  we keep approving change after 
change, we’ll end up with something people didn’t 
vote for,” he said.

The casino with 1,000 slot machines and 32 table 
games and adjacent 84-room hotel is slated to open 
Oct. 1, but Russo said they are “trying to better that” 
and open earlier.

Department of  Public Works Director Bill Ander-
son said he is happy it will be a private road, mean-
ing the town will not be responsible for maintenance.

“If  they’re going to take care of  the road, they can 
name it whatever they want,” Planning Board mem-
ber Patricia Cote said.

The vote was 6-0, with Amaral abstaining.
The hours of  operation of  the casino have not yet 

been decided by the Town Council. A public hearing 
on that topic is slated for May 9 at 7 p.m. in the high 
school auditorium. Twin River would like a 24-hour 
operation. Some residents have been vocal about the 
casino having the same hours as Newport Grand slots 
parlor, which closes at 1 a.m. during the week and 
2 a.m. on weekends and the nights before holidays. 
The license from Newport Grand will be transferred 
to Twin River-Tiverton when it opens.

Tiverton@NewportRI.com
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The following events are 
planned to celebrate Newport 
Arboretum Week 2018. For more 
information, email Trees@new 
portarboretum.org or visit the 
website, NewportArboretum-
Week.org.

FRIDAY
CHARLIE & THE BUCKET 
TRUCK — Miantonomi Memorial 
Park, Hillside Avenue, 1-2:30 p.m. 
Free. See Newport City Forester 
Charlie Ridolf, National Grid Lead 
Forester Chris Rooney and their 
bucket trucks in action. They will 
demonstrate climbing techniques 
and how they work to keep our 
trees happy and healthy.
FIRST LIGHT NIGHT 
CELEBRATION & 
ILLUMINATED TROLLEY 
TOURS — Newport Elks Lodge, 
141 Pelham St., 7-10 p.m., Free; 
tours $15, reservations required. 
Light refreshments, cash bar and 
display of local wood art. Trolley 
tours depart at 8 p.m. and 9 p.m. 
to highlight some of Newport’s 
finest trees, illuminated in honor 
of Arboretum Week.

SATURDAY
CELEBRATE TREES WITH 
WOODSY THE OWL — Newport 

Public Library, 300 Spring St., 
10:30 a.m.-noon. Free. Tree walk in 
Aquidneck Park led by Newport’s 
Tree Warden Scott Wheeler and 
Woodsy the Owl. Followed by tree 
storytime and crafts.
SIDEWALK PARADE — Starts at 
Florence Grey Center, 1 York St., 
11 a.m.-noon. Free. All are invited to 
march; lineup starts at 10:30 a.m. 
Parade past 20 decorated trees 
and hang your hopes on the newly 
planted Hope Tree.
CELEBRATION AND BBQ — 
Miantonomi Park, Hillside Avenue, 
12:30-2 p.m. Free. Presented 
by Newport Tree Society along 
with Daffodillion, Newport 
Health Equity Zone, Newport 
Art Museum and Salve Regina 
University.

MONDAY
ROVENSKY PARK TREE WALK 
— Rovensky Park, Bellevue and 
Rovensky avenues, 1-1:45 p.m. 
Free. Scott Wheeler, Newport 
buildings and grounds supervisor 
and tree warden, and with Jeffrey 
Curtis, director of gardens and 
grounds for the Preservation 
Society of Newport County, lead 
a tour of the trees and history of 
the park.

TUESDAY

SALVE REGINA UNIVERSITY 
TREE WALK — Wakehurst, 
Lawrence and Leroy avenues, 
11:30 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Free. Michael 
Chester, superintendent of grounds, 
and Chris Fletcher from Bartlett 
Tree Experts will guide a tour of 
a selection of specimen trees 
surrounding Wakehurst mansion.
STUDENT PRESENTATIONS 
— McKillop Library atrium, 51 
Lawrence Ave., 12:30-1:45 p.m. 
Free. Students in Salve Regina 
University professor Jameson 
Chace’s conservation biology 
class will give presentation from 
their research and work on 
developing the arboretum on 
campus. Light refreshments.
LANDSCAPE PRESERVATION 
LECTURE — Newport Public 
Library, Program Room, 300 
Spring St., 6 p.m. “Landscape 
Preservation in Newport: A 
Study of Four Parks” with 
Tanya Kelley, founder and 
principal of PLACEstudio 
Landscape Design.$10 suggested 
donation. Make reservations at 
NewportArboretumWeek.org.

WEDNESDAY
OCEAN DRIVE LECTURE — 
Salve Regina University’s O’Hare 
Academic Center, 36 Ochre Point 
Ave., 6 p.m. “The Art of Scenery: 
Creating Ocean Drive” with 

John R. Tschirch, architectural 
historian, exploring the 
development of Ocean Drive and 
the ways planners incorporated 
the natural topography and 
sea views to create innovative 
landscapes. $10 suggested 
donation. Make reservations at 
NewportArboretumWeek.org.

THURSDAY
ARBORETUM BENEFIT NIGHT 
— Sardella’s Italian Restaurant, 
30 Memorial Blvd West, 5 p.m.-
closing. Sardella’s will donate 20 
percent of all receipts to benefit 
the Newport Tree Society. Make 
reservations by calling 849-6312 
or at sardellas.com.

FRIDAY, APRIL 27
TREE NURSERY OPEN HOUSE 
AND ARBOR DAY PLANTING — 
Rogers High School, 15 Wickham 
Road, 12:30-2:30 p.m. Free. 
Newport Project at Rogers High 
School and the Newport Tree 
Society invite the community 
to visit the new growhouse 
and meet the students who are 
growing the next generation 
of Newport’s urban forest. The 
Rogers community will plant a 
tree in memory of Vice Principal 
Jaime Crowley at 2 p.m.
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