
The Newport Daily News - 04/20/2018 Page : A03

Copyright © 2018 GateHouse Media Inc. 04/20/2018
April 20, 2018 9:04 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 94% from original to fit letter page


LOCAL&STATEINSIDE
Oceanographers ask for  
new vessel to explore. A4

PAGE A3
THE NEWPORT DAILY NEWS

News Editor Gary Ruff
380-2354

CityDesk@NewportRI.com 

OBITUARIES A4  ◆  POLICE & FIRE A4  ◆  COURTS A4  ◆  CALENDAR A4  ◆  NEWPORT ARBORETUM A5

April 20, 2018 

Spring cleaning, and clearing 
out some oddznendz:

 ◆ Newport is about to embark 
on a monumental project, plan-

ning a new Rog-
ers High School.

According to 
a state study, it’s 
in severely bad 
shape and would 
cost $50 million 
to repair and 
update. Opened 
in 1958, it’s been 

a difficult building, a big campus, a 
sci-fi look.

In 1958, no one worried about 
heating prices and fuel costs. Rog-
ers, with its many windows, was 
never built for New England win-
ters.

Whoever designed this com-
plex had a good laugh at Newport’s 
expense.

Years ago, voters approved a 
bond issue to make the school 
energy-efficient. It was a necessary 
Band-Aid but now we’re seeing 
scabs and scars.

The folks taking part in the proj-
ect task force should be ready for 
opposition, maybe the kind that 
doomed the first Thompson Mid-
dle School referendum. (I vividly 
recall some folks pulling up in 
their Benzes to the Hotel Viking in 
order to whine about public educa-
tion spending.)

And then there are the “If  it was 
good enough for my grandmother, 
it’s good enough for now” types.

It’s a long road ahead. But Rule 
1: Make sure the new school is big 
enough to house all its students.

 ◆ R.I.P.: Harry Anderson. Harry 
was born in Newport and grew up 
in New York and California.

But people say he spent time 
here in 1977, hanging at the Pel-
ham and the Tavern before hit-
ting it big on “Cheers” and “Night 
Court.”

Harry the Hat, the magician on 
“Cheers,” was a great recurring 
character.

 ◆ If  you liked “Stranger 
Things,” you might like “A Quiet 
Place,” a scare fest in which a town 
is tormented by creatures who 
attack anyone who makes noise.

Gives new meaning to (almost) 
silent movies.

 ◆ Another week, another hotel 
proposal.

 ◆ When I was in high school, 
I became obsessed with the Van 
Morrison album “Astral Weeks.” 
It was a combo of  folk, jazz, poetry 
and soulful singing. And the 
23-year-old Morrison wrote songs 
of  love and alienation with a wis-
dom beyond his years.

I know a few people who shared 
my passion for this recording. The 
late Lester Bangs wrote an impas-
sioned essay about “Astral Weeks” 
as his “desert island” album.

Now Ryan H. Walsh is here 
with a book called “Astral Weeks,” 
which looks at Boston in 1968. 
That’s where Morrison lived as he 
wrote the songs for the album. And 
1968 was a highly charged year in 
that city.

 ◆ We sometimes take for 
granted attractions such as the 
Cliff  Walk, until we see that it is 
responsible for $115 million in 
annual spending. We forget that 
most places don’t have a Cliff  Walk 
or an Ocean Drive.

 ◆ The ongoing and shameful 
UHIP computer debacle shows 
how little clout poor people have in 
Rhode Island.

 ◆ The recently finished CNN 
series on the Kennedys was worth 
watching. I don’t recall it break-
ing new ground, but it glossed over 
nothing in its portrayal of  a family 
full of  riches and flaws and trag-
edy.

 ◆ You know the ’80s are truly 
over when the Newport County 
YMCA gave up its last racquetball 
court a few months back.

The Y once housed four racquet-
ball courts, all in steady use. Its 
last one generated little action in 
recent years.

 ◆ Memo to Sean Hannity: If  
Michael “Ray Donovan” Cohen 
isn’t your lawyer, then why com-
plain about violations of  attorney-
client privilege?

 ◆ Bill Maher, on last week’s 
bombing of  Syria: “Operation Des-
ert Stormy.”

Jim Gillis is a Daily News colum-
nist. Send him email at jimgil-
lis13@gmail.com.

S P A R E  C H A N G E

A new 
Rogers 
High will 
not be an 
easy sell

By Sean Flynn
Staff writer

The Fire Department’s new fire and rescue 
boat is now on a tractor-trailer truck on a cross-
country journey from Vallejo, California, where 
it was manufactured, to the Newport Shipyard, 
where the shipyard’s lifts will put it in the water.

Fire Chief  Brian Dugan said the boat is 
expected to arrive Monday in the city, and it will 
be docked at Perrotti Park off  America’s Cup 
Avenue, close to fire station headquarters. Per-
rotti Park is the city’s cruise ship and ferry ter-
minal, and the fireboat will be ready to respond 
24 hours a day, every day of  the year.

The City Council voted unanimously in 
March 2017 to award an $887,642 contract to 
Moose Boats, a boat designer and manufacturer 
in the San Francisco Bay Area, to manufacture 
a modern fire and rescue boat that can respond 
to chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear 
and explosive device incidents as well as con-
duct standard rescue missions.

The new Marine-6 Fire Boat, a catamaran, 
will be christened the William H. Connerton Jr. 
during a ceremony on Saturday, May 5, begin-
ning at 10 a.m.

Former Fire Chief  William H. Connerton Jr. 
was chief  in the 1970s and retired in 1980, before 
serving as interim city manager from December 

By Derek Gomes
Staff writer

MIDDLETOWN — John 
Shea helped find shared 
initiatives for an unwieldy 
group of  New England states 
and eastern Canadian prov-
inces when he worked for the 
New England Governors’ 
Conference.

He believes that experi-
ence will serve him well as 
the new executive director of  
the Aquidneck Island Plan-
ning Commission, for which 
he is tasked with finding 
common ground among the 
three island communities.

“I kind of  cut my teeth on 
multi-jurisdictional inter-
national policy development 
... ,” he said. “So, (AIPC) 
as a regional organization 
kind of  has a lot of  parallels 
there.”

Shea, 57, became the head 
of  the nonprofit organization 
on April 2, succeeding Tom 
Ardito, who stepped down 
Nov. 17 to take a position with 
Restore America’s Estuaries 
to develop and implement a 
new environmental grant 
program for Southeast New 
England.

AIPC’s mission is to “pre-
serve and improve the envi-
ronment, economy and 
quality of  life on Aquid-
neck Island — to ensure that 
the island remains a great 
place to live, work, play and 
thrive.”

Shea vowed to ratchet up 
the organization’s outreach 
with residents and local gov-
ernment bodies.

“I think in the past we 
might have been more pro-
active,” he said Wednesday 
at the AIPC office on John 
Clarke Road. “And in the 
last six, eight months, (or) 
year, we’ve not been the pres-
ence we once were and that’s 
because we’ve lacked the 
resources.” He cited, in par-
ticular, the lack of  an execu-
tive director.

The first few weeks of  the 
new job have been a whirl-
wind, he explained, with a lot 
of  names and faces to remem-
ber. “It’s a little overwhelm-
ing as you can imagine,” he 
said. “I’m still kind of  getting 

my feet underneath me and 
spending a lot of  time meet-
ing people.”

He has met many advo-
cates of  the organization, 
but he expressed a desire to 
meet those who are indiffer-
ent, wary or outright opposed 
to it.

His work with the gover-
nors’ conference building 
consensus among 11 jurisdic-
tions, he said, has prepared 
him for working with groups 
with seemingly different out-
looks.

“You really have to weave 
together the idiosyncrasies 
and nuances of  each individ-
ual jurisdiction,” Shea said, 
“but also forge a concept 

By Marcia Pobzeznik
Correspondent

The private road leading 
to the Twin River-Tiverton 
casino and hotel project will 
be called Tiverton Casino Bou-
levard, a name that will make 
it easier for people to find the 
place and allow its owners to 
place road signs directing peo-
ple to it.

The town’s Planning Board 
this week granted a request 
from casino attorney Mark 
Russo to amend the final plan 
for the project to reclassify the 
private driveway that mean-
ders into the project as a pri-
vate road.

“From a state perspective, 
we can put signs if  it’s deemed 
to be a road,” Russo said.

It would be similar to a 
change to a portion of  Prome-
nade Street in Providence that 
leads to Providence Place Mall 
being designated a private 
road called Providence Place 
so a sign could be put on the 
highway, the town’s consult-
ing engineer Joe Cardello said.

Planning Board member 
Paul Amaral objected to the 
casino’s requested amend-
ment on principle, he said.

Member Rosemary Eva 

at first objected to it being 
called a boulevard, but then 
approved the measure.

“I don’t like ‘boulevard’; 
we’re in a town,” Eva said. “It 
should be ‘lane’ or ‘way,’ some-
thing more adaptable to Tiver-
ton. We’re not a city — we’re 
not a city yet.”

Amaral said he had “a 
philosophical issue” with the 
request to amend the final 
plan.

“The casino wasn’t voted 
into being by many votes,” 
Amaral said, referring to the 
referendum in November 2016 
when the question passed in 
Tiverton by fewer than 400 
votes.

According to the state 
Board of  Elections, the vote 
to allow a casino with table 
games to be built and licensed 
in Tiverton passed by 367 votes 
in town, or 4,334 in favor to 
3,967 against.

Amaral said he does not live 
close to the project, which is 
being built at the intersec-
tion of  William S. Canning 
Boulevard and Stafford Road, 
some 400 feet south of  the state 
line at Fall River, Massachu-
setts, “but I always think of  
the folks that do live in that 

By Derek Gomes
Staff writer

PORTSMOUTH — Town 
staff  and volunteers held an 
exercise Thursday inside 
Portsmouth High School to 
demonstrate how the town 
would distribute vaccines 
during a widespread medical 
emergency.

About 20 people executed 
various tasks throughout 
the drill, including putting 
up signs to direct residents, 
communicating over walkie-
talkies and operating the 
area where residents would 
be administered the vaccine.

“We’re going to try and 
put 10,000 people through 
this place in 24 hours,” said 
Rich Talipsky, who serves 
as the medical emergency 
distribution system coordi-
nator. “Hopefully you never 
have to do it, but you have to 
be ready.”

The state Department of  
Health requires municipali-
ties to complete exercises.

The exercise Thursday did 
not involve participants hand-
ing out doses, but simply com-
pleting the setup. Other exer-
cises have volunteers attempt 

to enlist enough fellow volun-
teers within six hours to han-
dle all the responsibilities, 
according to Talipsky.

The town’s “point-of-dis-
pensing” plan uses the high 
school and Portsmouth Mid-
dle School as a backup. The 
equipment at the high school 
is stored in a container on 
campus.

If  the plan were put into 
effect during a chemical 
attack, for example, residents 
would head to the high school 
and be directed through the 
Turnpike Avenue entrance. 
Volunteers and staff  would 
use the Education Lane 
entrance off  Sprague Street, 
and Patriots Drive would be 
reserved as an exit.

Time is of  the essence dur-
ing crises, so volunteers seek 
to make traffic to and from the 
school and within the building 
as smooth as possible, accord-
ing to Talipsky.

Once parked on campus, 
residents would enter the 
main foyer of  the school and 
be led inside the auditorium 
down one aisle. Once there, 
they would fill out a medical 

Portsmouth holds vaccine distribution trial run

Dave Hansen | Staff photographer

Portsmouth Town Council member Linda Ujifusa sorts signs in the cafeteria 
at Portsmouth High School during a medical emergency set-up exercise on 
Thursday.VACCINE  A5

NEWPORT

Fire and rescue boat is on its way
The boat will be christened on May 5,  
and named after a former fire chief.

Contributed photo

The city of Newport’s new fireboat undergoes trials in March in California. The boat, which is 
on its way over land to Newport, will be named for former Fire Chief William H. Connerton Jr. 
at a christening ceremony May 5.

Planning commission head 
getting acclimated to job

Dave Hansen | Staff photographer

John Shea recently took over as executive director 
of the Aquidneck Island Planning Commission.

TIVERTON

Board approves 
name of road 
leading to casino
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